LAMBETH  PALACE  LIBRARY

INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  READERS

We hope you enjoy your visit to Lambeth  Palace Library.

This leaflet is intended to provide some information about facilities available for your use. 

For further advice, please consult one of the Reading Room staff.

Reading Room 

Please observe the Reading Room regulations: a copy is included with this information and placed on each stand. Please use the stands and weights provided for books and manuscripts, including catalogues. Additional foam supports, pillows, lead weights and clips are available, as are perspex guards, magnifying glasses, a watermark reader and an ultra-violet lamp. Pencil must be used for taking notes; please ask the supervisor if you need to borrow one. Laptop computers may be plugged into power points on two of the tables. Internet access, limited to certain sites, is available from the Reading Room terminals.

Toilet and washroom
This is situated through the door at the back of the Reading Room, to the right.

Refreshments
Tea, coffee, fruit squash and filtered water are available in the Readers’ Refreshment Area, which is situated in the entrance lobby, across the Courtyard from the Reading Room. Please put your payment in the box provided. Readers are welcome to bring in their own sandwiches, etc. to eat in the Refreshment Area or in the Courtyard. Please note that eating and drinking are not permitted elsewhere in the Library.

Smoking
Smoking is allowed only in the Courtyard and in no other area of the Library.

Telephones

There is no public telephone in the Library. The nearest callbox is on the other side of Lambeth Palace Road, near Lambeth Bridge. Mobile phones may be used in the Courtyard and Refreshment Area but must be switched off in the Reading Room.

Reprographic services
Information leaflets/price lists/order forms for all reprographic services are available in the Reading Room. If material is suitable for photocopying the Library will produce (subject to copyright restrictions and staff availability) up to 50 copies for unbound archival material and 100 for printed. Conservation of the records has to be the overriding consideration.

Library publications

A brief guide to the catalogues and indexes is available for purchase in the Reading Room. Greetings cards, postcards, annual reports, and other publications are also available. 

Use of Library material
For the benefit of readers the Library seeks to keep a record of published work which is significant for the understanding of its collections. This applies particularly to editions of texts and documents held by the Library, and to published work concerning such matters as provenance, identification, description and dating of Lambeth material. Please help the Library to keep this information up to date. Gifts of publications, including offprints of articles, are especially welcome.

